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Greetings, Itosu-kai members. We are in the middle of an unprecedentedly hot
summer, here in Richmond, Virginia, and hope that your struggle through the summer
heat has not been as bad.

Next year, the summer Olympics will come to Japan, and it will be a great opportunity
to share Japan's unique culture with the rest of the world. Japanese culture is of
great interest to outsiders, for its beauty, and the fact that this culture is rooted in a
deep history. It's great that karate will be shared with the world as a sport, but as a
foreigner, I have another perspective of how we share our art.

South Korea and the leaders of tackwondo have worked very hard over the past
50 to 60 years to promote its popularity around the world, and this has been very
successful. If you come to North America you'll find martial arts school in almost
every shopping center, and the large majority of them are taekwondo schools. You'

1l find very few karate schools, by comparison. That being said, it would be almost
impossible to find someone who didn’t know the word “karate”.

A problem, which I believe we have, is that most people don't know the difference
between taekwondo and karate-do. Many *may* be able to say that they are from
different countries, but most people wouldn't be able to correctly identify which
country each is from. As karateka, part of our mission should be to educate the world
of what the differences are, and what makes karate-do a unique part of Japanese
history.

Some quick history: taekwondo was not officially established and named until 1957.
South Korea’s leaders sent tackwondo “missionaries” around the world for the next
decades to open schools and spread the popularity of taekwondo. In 1972, they
established the World Taekwondo Federation to oversee taekwondo as a sport, and at
this time they began their push to be recognized as an Olympic sport. From 1972 to
present day, taekwondo as an art has almost completely diminished, being replaced as
asport. When it is not practiced as a sport it is mostly practiced as a demonstration
art, involving great feats of gymnastics, kicking rapidly, breaking boards, and flying
through the air as acrobats.

While this transformation of taekwondo has been successful in the promotion and
name-recognition of taekwondo, it has come at the cost of the traditional aspects
of the art. If karate-do made the same push to become a more exciting sport, and
sacrificed the tradition and history, this would be a great tragedy for Japanese
culture.

Most people recognize Japan as a country that is rooted in tradition, and methodical
in its attention to detail in all aspects of life. Karateka from all around the world
make pilgrimages to Okinawa, to feel the experience of traditional karate-do. Most
are not looking for techniques to improve their chances in winning karate sport
matches. They are looking to experience tradition and culture.

I believe that we have a unique opportunity to share karate-do, with the world, in

a way that taekwondo's founders did not do. We can still promote karate-do as the
holistic art that allows us to improve our lives by shaping our focus, determination,
and perseverance through studying perfection of traditional techniques, handed down
to us from sensei to sensei. The Olympics are a great chance for us to share with the
world just how special karate-do is, and to honor those who curated this art’s history,
and passed on this knowledge, generation to generation.
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